From the gospel this week, Jesus says “I am the gate. Anyone who enters through me will be safe”…later in verses 10-15 Jesus says “I am the good shepherd…and I lay my life down for my sheep.”

The first word that comes to my mind when I read and hear these verses is the word “security”. That when we believe in Jesus and when we come to Him he will keep us safe and secure. 
I believe Jesus is saying here that no matter what happens in life- no matter what storms of life may come our way, He is always protecting us. He will do anything- even give up his life- for us. 

During the last work day (Good Friday) of our New Orleans mission trip week, we had the privilege of working on Miss Teresa’s home- sheet rocking. Our supervisor informed us before-hand that we most likely we would not be able to meet Miss Teresa when we are there at the house (she had not been into the house in some time…). Miss Teresa lives in a FEMA trailer directly in front of her soon-to-be-new home. She has been living in the trailer for the past four years. The government will be taking the trailers away in June- so she is depending on Episcopal Community Services to finish her home by then…
After Hurricane Katrina, Miss Teresa lost the security of her home and possessions.  And on top of that, the security and support of her family and friends who were displaced all over the country. 

On Friday, to our surprise, Miss Teresa came to see us. She walked in the back door…and I will never forget her face, expression, or voice. She started crying out, “My home! My home!” “I have walls now! I have three bedrooms and two bathrooms!” “My home!” She began crying. She had not yet seen her home with sheet rock or with walls. As you can imagine after six years- and finally getting to see walls up in your new home- what joy she expressed! She began hugging and thanking all of us. (and at this point- to be honest- we all were all crying, too…)
We were able to talk with Miss Teresa and take pictures with her and when she was leaving she said “God is good! God is good! Bless you all! God is good!”
Even though this storm crashed through Miss Teresa’s home and life- she found security in God. She found security in our volunteer group and in all of the groups who had been there working in the name of Christ- as one body, Christ’s body. She felt secure in knowing that she will be able to “go home” soon. 

This experience is one I will never forget. To be able to be apart of a group and an effort that helped give others back the security of their home and to help give others their life back. 

I pray that no matter where we are in our lives and no matter what storms may come our way that we may turn to God and know that we are safe in His hands. I pray that until that day when God calls us home again that we may know He holds us in the palm of His hand. 
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Miss Teresa and mission group

From the song, “Always”, by Kristian Stanfill

My foes are many, they rise against me
But I will hold my ground
I will not fear the war, I will not fear the storm
My help is on the way, my help is on the way

Oh, my God, He will not delay
My refuge and strength always
I will not fear, His promise is true
My God will come through always, always

Troubles surround me, chaos abounding
My soul will rest in You
I will not fear the war, I will not fear the storm
My help is on the way, my help is on the way

Oh, my God, He will not delay
My refuge and strength always
I will not fear, His promise is true
My God will come through always, always

I lift my eyes up, my help comes from the Lord
I lift my eyes up, my help comes from the Lord
I lift my eyes up, my help comes from the Lord
I lift my eyes up, my help comes from the Lord
From You Lord, from You Lord

Oh, my God, He will not delay
My refuge and strength always
I will not fear, His promise is true
My God will come through always, always

Oh, my God, He will not delay
My refuge and strength always, always
