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“The Grace of new beginnings,” The Long Good Bwd the gifts
left behind to begin a new chapter

We are a dynamic faith community committed to sigg@od's
love. Our mission is to equip people to live agigiss of Jesus.

First, let me say how entirely THRILLED | am to \éh
you as your 18th rector. It feels so good and righthat and me
to embark with you in this next chapter of your werful history
at this moment in time. Together, rector, ward&festry,
congregation and staff, we are at a moment in tand,it is our
great joy to embrace this moment together.

| am deeply grateful to the Profile Committee, 8earch
Committee and the Vestry for this affirmation of gajling, and to
all of you have who contributed in so many waysowelcome,
including the marvelous “Faces of Emmanuel” thd¢fEVadney
generously put together. I'll say much, much nedveut all of
these things in the days, weeks, months and yea@e. For
now | want to hear from you, to listen and leaoniryou.

| have listened to your comments and who would yiée to
guess the two main themes from the “Faces of Emalarind
discovered two key themes. 1. What is your grediege? TO
GROW THE CONREGATION FROM THE
CHRONOLOGICALLY YOUNGEST - children and youth — on
up. Over 95 % of you spoke about children and yodtmumber
of you voiced concern about attracting more mefartonanuel. In
particular, one of you wrote very movingly that ytwope is that
“(and | am quoting here), that Emmanuel can oneénagecome
the vibrant diverse congregation that attractedkaupd us.”

And 2.WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST FEAR? Everyone who
responded to this question talked about $, thavam@t have the $



or people to do just that? | was moved that twganf said that you
have no fears and do not worry — you are righthapet with Jesus
in that regard! Would that we could all follow ydagcause worry
and fear immobilize us — that get us stuck. Lefiollew the 2
parishioners who responded to the fear questiomahbave any
fears.

So, let's get going together - listening, learnilogjng,
leading into a bold new future on this Mother’s (nd Rogation
Sunday 2010. Allen Hill has done a marvelous jafcdbing
Rogation Sunday for you in the Music Notes; I'mrgpto focus
on the Gospel for today. Now, | warned some of e iyounger
friends last week, that | would be giving a quiwénds the end of
my first sermon, so | hope you were listening ® Gospel
because the answers to the question are in it’$Hd@ question
which you can ponder or even look up while | teluyabout the
gifts my parents left me when they died a year ago....

YOUR question is — what two, or even three, depsmadn
how you read today’s Gospel, gifts does Jesus leakiad for his
disciples that will equip them for ministry? If veee a “dynamic
faith community committed to sharing God’s loveé&thwe will
need these gifts...so let me tell you about the giyparents left
me when they died a year ago with a backdrop taytsdsospel.

How many of you have noticed how when you are gpyin
goodbye to certain friends or relatives (this nufstn happened
with my mother) it took forever to say goodbyesdemed like
hours that you had placed your hand on the doorkintibyou
actually drove or walked away. Anyone experiene th
phenomena? Well, if you have, then you are in gegd
company, because Jesus takes chapters to say gaoding 12
best friends, called disciples, gathered aroundable, that we
now call the Last Supper. Scholars call these raiddhpters of
John’s Gospel the “Farewell Discourse,” | call théra “long
goodbye,” and truth be told, it takes me forevegdbout the door
— you’ll see — at least half and hour from the tinrsay | am
leaving until | actually leave. | don't know exactvhy this is true,



but it is. It took Jesus chapters, so | guess tirgaod company
with my long goodbyes.

Goodbyes are very important, as you experienceskthr
weeks ago when you said goodbye to Rev Stepharyeuas
interim rector and last week to Deacon Ann as ylmacon. You
celebrated their life and ministry with you whilekaowledging
that it was the end of their ministry as interimtog and deacon
among you. They will begin new chapters, just ascongregation
in Bennington, Vermont will begin a new chaptetlssy prepare
for their next rector, and | am now beginning a rodapter in my
ministry this day with you.

When my parents died last year, both of them tolakg
time to make their final goodbye. My mother hadrbiesince |
was 16 and I'm 53 now. That was a very long timbdaick and
her last 5 years she was very ill. My dear swedheradaught me
so many things about saying goodbye gracefullylandgly, so
much so that at her funeral, | preached that th8 B&/AY to
remember our mother was to take all the love skleghsen us and
give that to one another, especially to those witlbom we had
disagreements. (This sometimes happens when paieptefamily
members get scrappy) Her last gift to us was thabunditional
love.

At my father’s funeral | recalled how my father dge say to
me, “Anita, for us there are no goodbyes.” He faaid this when |
went off to college.

Until | was 18 years old | had spent all nfg in Lancaster,
PA, which was a great place to grow up surroundegdogeous
farms and rolling landscapes. | loved it, and wag aervous
when FOR the first time | left Lancaster to gotoficollege in the
far away state of Rhode Island! As | was wavingdine to my
parents from my freshman dorm, my father utteresehwvords
that | would hear until his dying day, “Anita, fas there are no
goodbyes.” And | believe that, when you really Ieoeneone,
REALLY love someone, there are no goodbyes, nat eeath
takes that person away from you — this is trugtis as well.



UNCONDITIONAL LOVE - In the Greek of the New
Testament it's called, AGAPE Love — | would die jau love —
parents know all about this And NO GOODBYES, aediits my
parents left behind, and the key themes in todagspel, part of
Jesus’ long goodbye to his twelve best friends.

And now, did you figure out what Jesus leaves ldthide
leaves behind his peace and the Holy Spirit, soweahis
followers, his disciples, in the words of your niigsstatement
will be “equipped to live as disciples of Jesuséry/ cool. And
here, and in other parts of this long goodbye I3 Gospel and
other Gospels as well, he leaves his unconditilmval.

Let’s conclude by exploring what these three giftsan to us
today — love, peace and the Holy Spirit. Anyone wwaroffer
some description of these three gifts? What do tlosy? Both
everything and nothing — no monetary value, foy the priceless,
and you can’t buy them in a store. All three ofnthget better with
usage and age. Love - this is not a wimpy, “| ldvat new dress
love. It's agape — | would DIE for you love, thevéoparents have
for their children, the love that always says — Y&id more
important than | am; I'll take care of you firgtetlove Jesus lived
every day of his life. Peace —again not a wimpst'slnot fight
kind of peace.” This peace, SHALOM in the Aramafidesus’
day, is the deep peace of the flowing water anthdéarm creation.
It's in the DNA of Jesus, and it’s really in our BNas well - the
desire to always seek reconciliation and forgivenesgo the
extra mile to understand. Read the prayer attribtdest. Francis
(found at the top of page 8337Time Book of Common Prayer
prayer #62) for a fuller description of this peashjch the world
cannot give, but God gives, as we always striveniberstand and
love one another.

And thirdly, the Holy Spirit, which comes from Gatig
Advocate, the Comforter, literally the One calledhe side of
Jesus, that will work with these disciples to egugm for
ministry so that they, according to Jesus a chdater, will do
even greater things than Jesus did — because bialyeSpirit.



3 vital gifts that Jesus gives his disciples arad 8guip us as
well in our new season of ministry this Mother’'syCand every
day, LOVE, PEACE and the HOLY SPIRIT.

Thank you for calling me in this thrilling advengu‘to be a
dynamic faith community committed to sharing Gdd\#.”
Thank you for being patient with me as | learn yoames and
traditions, your rituals, habits and customs. Thgmik for your
mission to serve others in the world, equippingrgelves with the
best gifts of all — love, peace and the Holy Spimis day and for
the rest of our lives. | feel so welcomed to EmnsnNewport.
Glory, glory glory be to God “for the grace of neeginnings
placed before us in every moment and encountéfedf1AMEN
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